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SUBJECT: SEIZURE OF ROMANIAN FISHING VESSEL 
REF: STATE 0601 13 

1. DCM CALLED ON DIRECTOR OF JURIDICAL AND INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS DIRECTORATE SAULESCU AND MFA EXPERT MIRCEA 
TUDOR ON MARCH 27 RE SEIZURE OF ROMANIAN FISHING VESSEL INAU. 

2. SAULESCU SAID ENTRY INTO US FISHING ZONE WAS UNINTEN- 
TIONAL RESULT OF FORCE MAJEURE AND WITHOUT INTENTION TO FISH 
IN US FISHING ZONE. HE EXPRESSED HOPE THAT CASE WOULD BE 
RESOLVED QUICKLY AND QUIETLY AND INDICATED DESIRE NOT TO 
HIRE US ATTORNEY BECAUSE OF UNNECESSARY COSTS INVOLVED. 

3. ACCORDING TO SAULESCU, VESSEL WAS BUILT ONLY RECENTLY 
IN POLAND AND WAS ON ITS MAIDEN VOYAGE WHEN TECHNICAL 
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CONTROLLING TRAWLING GEAR. THERE WAS ALSO STRONG WIND 
WHICH CAUSED ADDITIONAL NAVIGATIONAL PROBLEMS WHEN TAKEN 
IN CONJUNCTION WITH MALFUNCTION REQUIRING SHIP TO MOVE 
IN DIRECTION IT DID. THERE WAS NO EFFORT BY SAULESCU 
TO DENY KNOWLEDGE OF SHIP'S LOCATION OR TO ATTRIBUTE ENTRY 
TO NAVIGATION ERROR. SAULESCU SAID VESSEL WAS NOT ENGAGED 
IN FISHING AND THAT NO FISH HAD BEEN TAKEN ABOARD. HIS 
ASSISTANT, TUDOR. ALSO CITED ARTICLE 14 OF 1958 GENEVA 
FISHING CONVENTION AS GOVERNING SITUATION SUCH AS THAT 
DESCRIBED BY SAULESCU IN WHICH NO GUILT ATTACHED WHEN 
FORCE MAJEURE APPLIED AND NO FISHING HAD TAKEN PLACE. TUDOR 
ALSO REFERRED TO COMMON U S -ROMANIAN VIEW ON MANY FISHERIES 
AND LAW OF SEA QUESTIONS SUCH AS OPPOSITION TO EXTENDED 
TERRITORIAL SEAS. SAULESCU ALSO PLEADED IMPORTANCE OF NOT 
PROCEEDING ON FIRST SUCH INCIDENT, PARTICULARLY WHEN ACTION 
WAS DUE TO INEXPERIENCE WITH NEW SHIP AND TECHNICAL 
MALFUNCTIONS. HE HOPED THAT CASE COULD BE DROPPED AFTER 
INITIAL EXAMINATION BY US ATTORNEY AND THAT PRESS TREATMENT 
WOULD REMAIN MINIMAL SO AS NOT TO DISTURB OUR GOOD BILATERAL 
RELATIONS UNNECESSARILY. 

4. WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION WHICH DEPT CAN 
OBTAIN THAT WOULD SUBSTANTIATE OR PUT IN QUESTION 
ROMANIAN VERSION OF INCIDENT. 

BARNES 
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